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INTRODUCTION. 

THE Editor of the following 
ftieets is not inlenfible, that 
to a fuperficial obferver this work 
may appear unneceflary, as the 
great number of books already 
publlflied for the ufe and amufe- 
ment of youth, may feem to ren- 
der any addition fuperfluous. 

But every objection of this kind 
vaniflies, when we confider the 
following Letters are wrote with 

a very 



yi INTRODUCTION. 

a very different view from thofe 
numerous publications. The ap- 
parent defign of thefe pages being 
to call forth the early dawn of 
reafon into adlion. To wake the 
youthful fenfes into thought — to 
teach them to reafon from what 
they fee — ^and to prevent that ruft 
of erroneous education, which 
makes them look with indifference 
upon every common objeft, how- 
ever worthy their attention ; as 
though the liberal hand of nature 
rendered her works lefs curious 

or 
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or lefs wonderful by her bounty. 
Were they, indeed, like the pro- 
dud:ions of art, there might be 
fome eaufe for this falfe eftimation 
of their value, as the produce of 
fuch amazing numbers would ar- 
gue great eafe in the execution. 
But to Him, who with equal eafe 
can fpeak into being a univerfe or 
a flower, we cannot attribute any 
defedt. 

It may not be amifs to obferve, 

that tlie third, fourth, fifthy and 

I Jixth 
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Jixtb Letters may be more gene- 
rally ufeful in fchools ; whilft the 
whole together will be ferviceable 
in the politer feminaries of female 
education, where they may fave 
fome trouble to thofe who wifh 
to cultivate the mind more gene- 
rally than their numbers will ad- 
mit. And it is hoped it will teach 
others, lefs happy in that parti- 
cular attention, the great art of 
thinking and reafoning for them- 
felves. 

LET- 
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LETTER I. 



EVER anxious for the improve- 
ment and happinefs of my dear 
girl, my fond heart will dwell upon 
the fubjeft of your education, whilft 
bufy imagination paints m Kvely colours 
the joyful day when I hope to receire 
you again, not only accompHflied, but 
truly amiable and virtuous, for no ac* 
compliihment however attradive can 
atone for the breach of any moral vir- 
tue, and in my opinion, fincerity and 
goodncfs of heart, are the only fource 
from which politenefe muft flow, to 
make it juftly admired and its poflcf- 
{or univerfally efteemed. 

B Thint 
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Think not, my dear Anna, that a 
fond partiality impofes upon my judge- 
ment, or that the pleafing image I 
have drawn, of uniting refined man- 
ners, with rational piety, is any way 
inconfiftent ; on the contrary, it would 
be a vain thing to wilh you accomr 
plifhed only for the few years you will 
he permitted in this world, knowing 
you muft foon be an inhabitant of 
another to all eternity. No! my 
Anna, I cannot reft fatisficd with your 
pleafing a few mortals, if at the fame 
time you omit to pleafe and ferve, that 
almighty power who has blefled you 
with life and immortality, and of whofc 
goodnefs I flatter myfclf you have too 
juft a fenfe, ta permit any thing to 
make you forget to feek his proteftion. 

This 
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This reliance upon a fuperior power, ^ 
be afflired, my dear girl, will not only 
be your befl guard from evil, buc a 
fource of happinefs worthy a rational 
mind, and far from kflening your po^ 
Jite accomplifliments : thofe virtues re- 
ligion teaches, will adorn and recom- 
mend them. 

Think not that I mean by rcligiow 
that difagreeable gloom, too frequent- 
ly, though falfely depifted as its natu- 
ral garb, which frightens fo many 
young people from embracing it,— on 
the contrary, I wifli you fo firmly ta 
rely on your heavenly protedor, that 
the inquietudes of this life may ap- 
pear trifling, and you may be able to 
B 2 meet 
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meet its various fccncs of anxiety with 
fortitude and fcrenity. 

Aflurcd of future blifs, the good ma» 
fmiles, amid the fail of empires and 
the cruih of worlds. 

Permit me to add, no cheerfulnefr, 
is fo pleafing, nor fo much to be wifhed 
f(^, a$ that which iias its foundation 
in religion.— Freed as the heart is, 
from various inquietudes, k is at 11* 
berty to enjoy every innocent pleafure, 
whilft it avoids every guilty one, a& 
dtftrudtive to its peace. 

That my dear Anna may enjoy the 

refined pldafurts of a well cultivated 

1 . m'uid,. 
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mind, and the regard and atcentiot> 
ever due to polifhed manners, is the 
ardent wilh of 

Yoursy affcftionately,. &Cr 
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LETTER 11. 

YO U know, my dear Anna, how 
fanguine my wiihcs are for your 
improvement, and I flatter myfelf you 
will not render me miferabk, by dif- 
appointing thofe plealingexpeftations^ 

Confider too, I beg^ou, how much 
it is in your, power, to make your pa- 
rents happy, in an amiable and ae- 
complifhed daughter, or a prey to grief 
and difappointment, in finding their 
brighteft hopes blafted^and themfelvcs 
unfortunate in an ignorant and ill-bred 
child. 

If you w;lh your friends to be hap- 
py, and yourfclf agreeable, a ready 

and 
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ind immediate attention to every 
thing that concerns you, is abfolutcly 
neceflary. But you might a$ vreafon^* 
ably exped flowers to grow without 
roots, or fruits without trees, as Iiope 
to obtain without attention, that en^ 
gaging manner and true politeneis 
which mark the gentlewoman far be- 
yond the gifts of fortune, and never 
fail to give them their brighteft luftrc^ 

The real difficulties which have beea 
furmpunted by attention, is abfolutely 
tfloniibing; haw otherwife (hall we ac- 
count for that furpriQpg degree of per- 
fcftion, which thofe who are almoft fools 
frequently arrive at in any branch they 
choofe to tura the bent oi their minds 
to acquire* 

This 
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This then may ferve to prove, that 
with the advantage of a good under- 
ftanding) nothing can be wanting but 
attention and application, to make you 
a proficient in the various improve- 
ments required : command then thofe 
qualities fo much in your power, and 
be not infenfible to the opportunity 
you now have^ of making a rapid pro* 
grefs in both mental and perfonal ac- 
complifliments •, for anxious as I am 
that your mind may not be negledled, 
yet that alone is by no means fufEcient 
to gratify my defines; and I confefs I 
ftiould be (hocked, mare than you can* 
i?Tiagine, if you were either tocontradV,. 
or continue, any vulgar habits, or ex- 
preflions, and in this I fhould think 
want of attention very incxcufable, a& 

I ami 
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1 am fcnfible thofc under whofe care 
you now arc, will not omit to point 
them our, and it will be your fault if 
you do not benefit by their obfcrva- 
tions.— How many worthy people, by 
a neglc£t of this fort, when youngs 
have iubjedted themfelves to ridicule, 
by Ibme odd habit, iboie little vuU 
garity, in adtion, or expreflion, which 
they are not fenfible of in them£:lves, 
though perhaps in another they may 
think it difagreeablc. 

Refleft then, I intreat you, how far 
the fubjed of your education is ixv 
ttreffing to you, and as the figure yoa 
will make in future depends upon the 
prefent formatbn of your mind and 
manners, it is time to choole what 
1^ charac- 
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charadleryou think moft engaging and 
the worthlcft your purfuitj for with 
attention you may lie what-you pleafe;. 
but if carelcfs and inattentive, yott 
will moft aflurcdly be an awkward fi- 
gure, with an uncultivated mind ; and 
as I can never regard that flupid ig- 
norance, which arifes from want of 
attention, inftead of the tender afFec- 
tion I now feel for you, I (hall be 
afliamed to own fo near an alliance, ta 
rudenefs and folly, weeds which al- 
ways grow in a negledted mind. 

Nor can this negleft be deemed your 
misfortune, but your fault, and a fault 
of fuch a nature, as muft appear cri- 
minal, when we think of its having 
its foundation in ingratitude^ a crime 

of 
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of fo black a die, that no one cares to 
own it. However, it is an ingrati- 
tude which is repaid by being difliked 
or laughed at, as I have already ob- 
ferved; and to fee the full force of 
this negligence, figure to yourfclf a 
company of ill-bred mortals, who have 
each fome one or more difagreeabic 
habits, and for a moment let your 
imagination depift them engaged each 
in her favourite employ. Suppofe then, 
one fcratching her head, another pick, 
ing her nofe, a third with her fingers 
in her cars; whilft a fourth, pufliing 
forward her chin, is looking as round 
ihouldered, and as like a fool, as if 
nature had not granted her one grain 
of fenfe. With an empty ftare of ab- 
fcncc, another of this lovely group, 

without 
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-without ever looking, at you, tells ydii 
what a fine day ic is, or thac ffae is 
^ad to fee you, though perhaps fbe k 
at the famethne obferving a lazy tom>- 
panicm of hers, who wkh her coes 
turned ia, is yawning in the corner, 
and beatii^ time to the company. 

How, my dear Ann^, do you like 
thefe charming creatures? Are you 
qualified to take a part in their polite 
circle ? Or can you contribute to tteir 
ilock of awkwardnefs, by the addition 
4)£ any other rude, vulgar habit? If 
you can, you have as good a chaace 
to be lauded at, and a milich greater 
CO render yourielf difagreeable to 

Yours, afiedionately, &c.. 
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LETTER III. 

IN my laft, my dear Anaa, I men- 
tioned feveral dHagreeable, though 
common habits *, all which I flatter 
myfelf it will be your ftudy to avoid, 
aod tluic you will .pay attention to jrour 
inftrudlors, as well as to what I write 
for your benefit ; and here I may ob- 
ferve, with the marchionefs dc Lam- 
bert, " Thefe are not dry ledures, that 
*' carry the air of a mother's authority ; 
*' ihey arc the advice of a friend, and 
*^ have this merit, that they come from 
"the heart/' 

The mind refembles a garden, and 
requires cultivation, without which it 
is overrun with weeds j haften then, 

, C my 
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my dear girl, to feck the bloflbm of 
inftruftion, and they will reward you 
with the fruit of wifdom and refine-' 
ment. 

Let no opportunity efcape you in 
your rural walks, of obferving the 
numberleft beauties of the veget^bk 
kingdbnri; mark the curious texture 
and varied form of each difFereftt leaf; 
the fine tints of each various flower.—- 
What rich colours ! what fine (hades ! 
what a profufion of ornaments ! From 
what fource could thefe mingled fweets 
arife ? What dies can equal thofe rich 
apd lively hues ? Can imagination paint 
fuch delicacy, fuch uniform elegance? 
What are the fineft filks, or the pur- 
ple of the greateft princes, when com- 
I pared 
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pared with the inexpreffibly fine tex* 
ture of each flower? How grofs in 
comparifon are all the works of art, 
and how infinitely inferior in colour ? 
No induftry can form, no art can equal, 
thefc beauties of the creation. Yet 
with what profuGon they. are lavifhed 
upon us, to call our attention to the 
confidcrarion of their beauycs, and the 
contemplation of that almigluy power/ 
whofe. grand fiat brought them into 
exiftence ; continues them in fuch re- 
gular fuccellion, and fuch luxuriance 
of varied elegance. How wonderful I 
how worthyyour attention ! 

Through the fame delicate ftem 

flow the liquid juices, which give one 

part of t)iis flower a rich purple, ana- 

C z thcr 
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ther part a bright yellow, whilft the 
foliage from the roots are univerfally 
clothed in green, of wonderfully varied 
fhades. Who direds thcfc oppofite 
dies to their appointed ftations ? Who 
conducfjts through the fanne tube thofc 
different colours? Who fixes their 
bounds with fuch minute exaftnefs, ot 
gives thofe tints defcripiive of the fineft 
touches of a pencil ?— 

*' But who cair paint 
'* Like nature ? Can imagination boai^^ 
** Amid its gay creation, hues like hers ? 
** Or can it mix them with that matchlefs (kill^ 
'' And lofe them in each other^ as appears 
** In every bud that blows ?" 

Can the eye of rcafon fee, and not 
trace the band divine ? 

"Soft 
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^ Soft roll your incenie, herbs, and fruit, and 

Sowtts,. 
♦* In mingled clouds to Him, whofe fun exalcs,. 
♦* Whofe breath perfumes youv a«rd whofe 
_ pencil paints.'' 

Oh r my Anna, lofe not fiich a field 
of mental fatisfadtion : be afllired^tbi^ 
exuberance of beauty and varied fra-^ 
grance^ were not thus lavifhly beilowec| 
upon the brute creation, but demand 
our notice, and cl^m our than-ks $ in 
which we are rewarded by pleafing 
contemplations^ and the higheft gra- 
tification of a rational creature, grati-* 
tude to heaveft. That you may tafte 
thefe exalted joys, is the ardent wifh of 

Yours^ affedionately, &c. 

C z LET- 
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LETTER IV;. 

FROM the fubjcd of my laft, 5 
flatter myfelf, my dear Anna wiltl 
inrich her mind with a new dock of 
ideas; which Iwifhyou further to^ ex- 
tend, by turning your confideration to, 
that beautiful and pleafing part of the 
creation, which furround you in your 
walks ; whilfl: their notes of melody 
form a delightful concert. 

*' Up fprings the lark. 
" Shrill voiced, and loud, the mefTenger of moriL; 
•' Ere yet the Ihadows fly, he, mounted, fings 
" Amid the dawning clouds, and from their 

haunts 
'* Calls up the tuneful nations. Every copfc - 
** Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and bufh 
" Bending with dewy moifture, o'er the heads 
'* Of the coy choriffers that lodge within 

«« Are 
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^ Are prodig^ of harmony^ The thru(b< 

<*■ And woodlark,. o*er the. kind-contending 

throng 
<< Superior heard, ran through the Aveeteft length 
'^ Of notes ; when liftening philomela' deignr 
^'' To let them joy, and purpofes in thought. 
'< £late« to make her night excel their day. 
*^ Theblaclcbirdwhiftlesfromthethornybrake;, 
** The mellow buliinch anfwers from the grove : 
** Nor are the linnets^ o*fer the flbw'ring furze 
^ Ponr'd out profufely » iilent. Joined to thef<r 
^Innum^rout ibngfters, in the frefh'ning ihado 
*' Of new fprung leaves, their modulations mix 
" Mellifluous. The jay, the rook,. the daw, 
** And each harfli pipe, difcordant heard alone,, 
'' Aid the fiilt concert: while the fbck-dove 

breathes 
** A melancholy murmur through the whole/' 

Whilft you liftcn with pleafure to 
the feathered fongfters of the^ grove^ 
Hop not ypur admiration at their fwcejt 

har- 
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harmony, but confider the atna2ing^ 
MTiitation of reafon, fo apparent ith 
building their nefts, which are as va* 
ripas aa the notes they fiog ^ every diC* 
tind ^cies having a nianner of build- 
ing peculiar to themfel ves ; and though^ 
the fituations and materials they chufe 
are very diflferent, yet the iame care 
and precautions are univerfal,^ thougb 
ihowa in fuch numerous ways. But 
ails of cruelty m general, make us ac- 
quainted"with the aftoniftiing induftry 
and art with which their little nefts are 
conftrudted -, and as if defigned to bring- 
them under our obfervation, there feem» 
a natural propenGty, in every boy, to 
fcek and plunder them of all iht 
treafures ; if not for this wife end per^ 
mitted, why da they not all fly /a 

friom 
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from the habitation of man ? or make 
choice of lofty trees and eminences, 
where they might efcape the fchool- 
b^'s relcntlefs hand ? Or why does the 
futtle fwallow, who at the appointed 
time, fearlefs, wings her flight to dif- 
tant fliores ? Ah ! why does (he, with 
fuch fceming confidence, build under 
our very roofs, and by her fongs, court 
.our obfervationof her furprifing work ?* 
Whilft thofe^ who have not beauty to 
pleafe the eye, or whofe harlh difcor- 
dant n9tes are not grateful to the ear,, 
feek the higheft trees,- zs if fearful of 
trufting their young to the tendernefs 
of the human fpecies ; and in thofe 
lofty fituations they put their ncfts to- 
gether, with the utmoft fceming neg- 
k£l. and carelefsnefs, as if they ihould 

fayt, 



aa LETTER IV. 

lay, " What need have wc to make 
•* nefts fo curious ? There are wonders 
^' of this kind fufficient, amongft ouc 
•* kindred of the groves, to call the 
** attention of the human race, toroufe 
'* their thoughts *and make them de- 
" dare, that wifdom infinite, which 
^' has formed us with powers, fo nearly 
" allied to their reafoning faculties*** 

Let me now, my Anna, call back 
your thoughts to the fwallow, to which 
bird of paflage I cpean to confine tny 
remarks, though there are others not 
Jcfs worthy our admiration 5 but to 
avoid being tedk)us, fhall only men- 
tk)n this particular fpecies, which in 
one part of the year feek our habita- 
tions^ and with congdence there depofit 

all 
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dl their riches ; whilft in another fea- 
fyn^ they not only leave our houib^ 
but the very ifland where they were 
hatched How do they know where 
to dired their courfe ? Or what tempts 
ihem to feck another country ? " He 
^* who tempers the wind to the new fliorn 
**lamb," He is their guide] He fup- 
ports their Ikile wings through the tedi- 
ous paflTage ! He directs their journey 
through the tracklcfs air ! Are not their 
appointments from above ? Or how do 
they univer&lly know the time of their 
general departure, and aflemble toge- 
ther previous to their going ? But» as if 
detained by fome caufe invilible, not 
one quits the fliore till all are ready, 
nor do any tarry beyond the day of 
their general dtftination. 

Amongft 
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Amongil mankind, a fummohs to 
fuch numbers, and at fuch Various 
diftances, would be fubjedl to errors, 
delays, and accidents; but amongil 
them no miftake arifes, their orders 
are from above, and admit not of mif- 
conftruftion or difappointment. 

Now for a moment obferve thofe 
of the feathered tribe deftined for the 
water. Their feet are provided with 
webs, which fpeak the ekment they 
are intended for. Examine the fwan, 
and mark bow beautiful its downy 
plumage. What eye can fee, what 
ingenuity difcover, any repelling power 
there ? Yet this (lately bird, after row- 
ing through, or refting upon the bofom 
of the penetrating wave, (hall raife its 

downy! 
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fnowy brcaft, unwct, from the liquid 
clement. 

J might continue thefe amuHng re« 
iear^hes to the domef}:ic cares and re- 
gulations of the feathered world, but 
the fource is unbounded ; and it may 
j)umble our vanity to own, tl^y are 
firiking exa^iples of feveral moral da« 
ties, whicJi we but fprrily imitate. 

May he who provides for the birds 
be our protedtor, and guide us to hap- 
pincfs on high. — Adieu. 

Yours, afFcdlionately, &c. 



LET- 
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zephyr wafts the riefrefhing odour from- 
fiirub or flower ? 

O! join ye feathered tribe youc 
loudeftnoces, roufe their fleeping fenfes, 
and call their thoughts to your Crea.-- 
tor. 

** Ye woodlands all awake ; a boundlefs ibng 
^ Burft from tHe groves ! and when the re^& 

day 
" Expiring^ lays the warbling world afieep» 
•* Swecteft of bird« ! fwcet philomcla, charm 
*' The lilFning {hades^ and teach the nig^t his 

prwfe." 

Alas r in vain for them you tunr 
your harmonious jjotes. Your beau-- 
tics, ye flowers, arc in vain difplayed.— % 
Your mingled fweeii in vain. 

Tbefe 
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Thefe infenfibles would lofe in va- 
cant gaze the view, were it poffible to' 
fee 



■ ^ ■ *' in wide landfcape all the eaft 
•* Of Paradife, and Eden's happy plains.**' 

Not fo my Anna ; pafs not through 
the range of rural objefts infenfible of 
their beauties, or ignorantof the power 
from whence they flow. 

Let me entreat you, view them your-- 
felf, rely not on foreign aid to fill your 
thought, but in thofe fcenes of rural 
wonders, fee — examine — think — and 
thus improve and inrich your mind* 
by aftual obfervation. 

Give your thought^your attention' 

— if poffible undivided, to each objedV,, 

D 3, and- 



30 LETTER V. 

and you will imperceptibly catch a^ 
habit of thinking for yourfelF; and thus 
exercifed, the dawn of reafon will gain, 
flrength and open op your fenfes. 

This gift of heaven, which diftin* 
guifhes the human race from the brute 
creation, will thus expand, and all your* 
mental powers improve* 

You will then fee in the vegetable 
and animal kingdoms a thQu(andi)eau» 
ties which have efcaped your notice^, 
and whilft they excite your attention,, 
will they not prompt you to inquire 

*' Why does one climate and one foil endue •%> 

^* The bluihing poppy with a criin(bn hue ; r; 

** Yet leave the lily pak, and tinge the violet f 

blue? J' 

•4 Why 
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^ Why doei thrfbnd carnation love to (hoot. 
** A various colour from one parent root ; 
.^ Whik the fantaftic tulip drives to break 
<^ In twQ-lbld beautyi, and a parted ftreak I 
" The twining jafmine* and the blqfiiittg roic^ 
'^ With lavifk grace their morning fcents dif*^ 

cloft: 
" Thcfmclling tube-rofe and jonquille dedare>^. 
** The Wronger impoUe of an evening air. 
^ Whence has thetree (reiblve me) or the flow'r 
♦' A various inilind, or adilF'rent pow*r^ 
" Why Ibould one earth, one clime, one dream, 

one breath 
*< Raife this to ftrength^ and ficken that to 

death r» 

" Of birds, bow each according to her kind 

•^ Proper materials for her neft can find ;. 

** And build a frame, which decpeft thought ift 

man 
«<« Would or amend, or imitate in vain. 
"How in fmall flights they know to try their. 

young, 

•*^ And teach the callow child her parents' fong. 

"Why 
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'* Why thefc frequent the plain, and thofe the* 

wood, 
" Why ev'ry land has hep fpecific brood; 
" Whcre^the tall crane, or winding fwallow goesv- 
^ Fearful of gathering winds, and falling fnows^ 
** And confcieus of the coming evil, fly 
** To milder regions, and a fouthern iky." 

How pleafing thofe inquiries*— ^ 
Row worthy a rational being. 

One would not think it poffible tO' 
view thefe furprifing efFefts, without 
attributing the caufe to fame fuperna- 
tural power- 
When this wrong ufc is made of 
ffudy, when the effeft only is confi- 
dercd, and the grand caufe not thought 
of^this light Ikim of fuperficial know- 

lcdg9^^ 
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ledge may fill with vanity the vacant 
brain. 

But the truely wife will mark the 
hand divine in thcfc his lower works j. 
and by this juft way of rcflcfting, the 
ideas are enlai^ged^ the thoughts cx-^ 
aired, and the heart refined. 

And thus imperceptibly is formed 
the mod amiable charadler, foch ai 
you may be happy to appear, and will 
promifc fair to enfure the felicity ^ 

YourSjL ttSk&ioMtelfy fire 



LET- 
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WHEN I had laft the pleafurc 
of walking with my dear Anna, 
I obferved the {hepherd*s dog in the 
adjacent field j pray did not you mark 
his watchful looks^ and his apparent 
impatience to go after any of the poor 
lambs which he faw ftraying from the 
flock? . . ^ . 

Not any human being if deprived 
of fpeech, and confined to his form^ 
could more exprefsly have fignified an 
expeftation of being fcnt to recal the 
wanderers. 

Yet not one foot did this faithfui 
creature niove till he. had received. 

from 
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&om his mafler the expeded commif- 
fion, which he fome time waited for ; 
firft looking at the fhepherd, and then 
at the ftray Iheep ; then at the (hep- 
herd again, and fo alternately, with 
looks which, to outward appearance, 
fpoke his power of thinking. 

In this fagacious animal, fo univer- 
fally famed for its fidelity, we fee 
friendlhip and gratitude in fuch great 
and lading degrees, as mud aftonifh 
every thinking mind, to find thofe ap- 
pearances of reafon without the prin- 
ciples of it. 

A paragraph relative to the above- 
roentioned animal has by mere acci- 
dent come under my obfervation whilft 

on 
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on this fubjedt, fliall therefore copy k 
for your amufement. 

«' At the feat of tfie late earl df 
•* Lichfield^ three miles from Bleu* 
^< heitn, there is a portrait in the din- 
** irig room of fir Henry Lee, by 

** Jonfton, with the maftiff dog which 
•• faved his life. It feems, a fenrant 
♦* had formed the defign of aflaffinat- 
*' ing his maftcr and robbing the houfe; 
" but the night he had 6xed cm, the 
" dog, which had never been much 
*' noticed by fir Henry, for the firft 
*' time followed him up ftairs, got un-. 
** der his bed, and could not be got 
** from thence by either mafteror man : 
*' in the dead cxf night the fame fef* 
^^ vant entered the room to execute 
I *^his 
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^« his hofrid deligh, but was inftaritly 
« feized by the dog^ and being fe- 
*' cured, confelled his intentions.— 
** Thefe are fen quaint lines in the 
J^ comer of the pifture, which con- 
** elude thus : 

*' But iii my dog, whereof I imuie no ftoVe, 
f^ I foQnd more hvt thaA thoTt I trufted ih6r6.'' 
l/juver^ Maj;azifie, ]tti. 1786. 

The above Angular account I leave 
to your reflections. 

And now let me aik, has the bat 
iv6r coiiie under your obfervations ? 
It feems to be the link in nature's 
chain between the bird and brute crea- 
tion, and partakes of the nature of 
eadi. For notwithftanding its (trong 
E refem- 
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rcfemblance of a moufe, yet its wings, 
&c. .fpeak it an inhabitant of air. 

As if fenfible of the difagreeablenefs 
of its figure, it rarely is to be feen in 
the day time : when it is, the contraft 
between it and many beautiful birds is 
very ftriking-, as few creatures, per- 
haps in themfelves harmlefs, are in 
their form fo difgufting. 

It feemsodd, b\it there are few peo- 
ple who are notfubjedlto difagreeable 
fenfations on the fight of fome parti- 
cularly contemptible animal, incapable 
of hurting them. 

The fpider, for inftance, feems hate- 
ful to many, and Thomfon has branded 

It 
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h with the epithet of villain. Yet this' 
difagreeablc little creature has fre-* 
quently been the objed of my admi*- 
ration, whilft I viewed its induftry and 
wonderful art in fufpending fo curi- 
oufly its delicate lines -, fixing them ta 
certain points; joining them all in one* 
center; never making one of thefe 
right lines too mamy or too few ; but 
all placed at a well proportioned dif- 
tance from each other. This bufinefs 
done, it changes its mode of working, 
srnd makes parallel circles with fur- 
prifing exadlnefs ; and to ftrengthen 
the whole of this net-work, it fattens 
thefe circular threads to each right line 
as it croffes them, by extending and- 
prefling with one foot upon the part it 
wiflbes to fix there, in a manner I think 
E 2 parti- 
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particularly curious. Nor is it mucFi 
lefs fo to obfcrvc the poor fly whea, 
caught in this fine net : in the firft in- 
ftant of its cmbarraflmcnt, it begins, 
to ftruggle in hopes of difengagtng 
itfelf ; but the fiibtle fpider darts from 
the centre of its web, where from the 
finenefs of its texture the lightcft mo-, 
tion informs him of its unhappy vie- 
tim> which with cruel hade he glides 
rapid to fccure, firft by cmbarrafllng 
its wings ; and when rendered fufBci- 
ently dcfencelefs to perinir, it is de- 
prived of any chance of difengaging 
icfelf, by having its wings tied to its* 
body, which is done very expertly, by 
turning the now helplefs prey round 
and round in his thread, which though 
very fine, yet by being many times 

over 
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over them,, is too ftrong for the curi- 
oufly delicate wing of the unwary fly,- 
The carcafs is then removed, which 
is efFeded with great eafe and expe- 
dition as he runs with it quick along' 
the bending line ; though one would' 
fbmetimes imagine from their fize, thac 
their own weight alone would tear to^ 
pieces the flendcr ftrudure of the web. 
This removal of the dead viftim to a 
lefs confpicuous part of the web, muflr 
na doubt be to prevent the alarm ic 
would give to others to avoid the fatal 
fnare.- 

Who has informed this little crea^- 

ture thefe precautions are neceflary 

toward' catching its prey ? Who has- 

told it how to retain its conqueft?' 

E- 3> or 
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or to remove the (lain to prevents 
fufpicion ? 

But if thefe obfcrvations furprife or. 
entertain us, for the moment the eye i% 
engaged in viewing this curious work^ 
how much more is eur reafon engaged in 
the contemplation of the apparent hope,, 
fear, cunning, and cruelty, which we 
trace in this little animal. — Adieu, my 
dear Anna. 

Yours, affeftionately,. &c^ 



LET- 
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PERMIT me, my dear Anna, to 
recommend to your confideratioa 
the labours of the bee^ if they have not 
already attrafted your attention, 

• The regular form and curious tex- 
ture of their cells for the reception of 
their honey ; their power of extracting 
uhofe lufcious fweets without the Icaff 
injury to the moft delicate flowers ;; 
their manner of clofing thofe cells whea 
full, ^e all adions replete with amaz- 
ing art. 

But let me aflc, is it lefs aftoniftiing 
that they know thefe refervoirs are ne- 

ceflary 
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ceflary to receive their honey ? Or can? 
we lefs admire their wonderful induftry 
in. laying up provifion for the winter i 
How Ihall. we account for their feem- 
ing knowledge of futurity? And if 
without that knowledge, why do they 
fill their magazines ? Why with labo- 
rious art preferve their treafures ? Or 
why forbear, till the flowers are gone,, 
to feaft upon their delicious food ? Or 
why do they not even forget they arc. 
in pofleffion of this hoard of fweets ? 

Thefe queftions are imperfedlly an- 
fwered, by faying they are taught hj 
inftinift, — Say, can reafon do more?' 
Or what that inftinft is, who can juftly 
define ?. 

The 
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The ant,Nthough confined to earthy 
bears a near re&mblanccr to this aeriat 
traveller the bee, both in refpeft to 
induftry^ and laying up provifion for 
the winter*. But how in the heats of 
fummer^ amidft furrounding pknty^ 
they fliould think of providing for the 
frofts and fnows of winttr, cannot be 
rcfolved, without attributing the caufe, 
to that almighty power, who has btrc» 
pleafed to give the eflfcAs and appear* 
ances of.reafon and underftanding, to 
thofe feemingly contemptible creatures^ 
in which we may find not only exam- 
ples for individuals, but for the beft 
governed ftates. 

♦' Tell mc, ye ftudious, who pretcn-d to fee- 
*♦ Far inlQ nature's bo:om> whence the bee 

Was 
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wUch I am fenfible you will not be 
difappointed. 

The mind will be filled 5 and if 
flowers are not planted thefe, weeds 
will take root. 

Ah! my Anna, may the refine- 
ments of your heart and iMnners keep 
pace with each other^ and fnay you 
be in reality what you wifli to appear ; 
lb will you rnoft agreeably avoid the 
trouble many people take of impofing 
upon their acquaintancef aiid gain oiir 
approbation y whilft your foul rifes fu- 
perior to deceit, and your heart exult- 
ing tells you, that you are fecure of our 
aflfedionate regards^ by the ftrongefl: 
ties^rf virtue atnd merits 

I Add 
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Add to this, the nobleft fource of 
htiman happinefs will be yours, the 
funlhine of felf-approbation, which will 
gild your days, and brighten every fur- 
roundiqg objc6t. 

And thus raifed to a conlxdcration 
of the wifdom, power, and goodnefs of 
the Deity, from an attentive conlidcra- 
tlon of his works, you will trace the 
cffcfts of his providence in various 
benefits which juftly claim your grate- 
ful praife.~ Adieu, my dear Anna, 

Yours, afFc(5lionately, &c. 



LET- 
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THE agreeable recreations I have 
pointed out to you in the rural 
fcenes of nature, may be extended at 
your pleafure^ as the futgedt is without 
bounds. 

You will find in fcrrpture the vege- 
table and animal kingdoms are intend- 
ed to furnifh us with proofs of the 
watchful care of Providence over all 
his creatures, and ftriking examples 
of our various duties. 

The fowls of the air, the lilies, and 
the grafs of the field, are fpoke of by 
Chriil himfelf, as h many proofs of 
the univerfal care of Providence. 

Even 
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Even the fparrow, though of fmall 
eftimacion amongft men, is not there 
forgot. 

There the dull ox and the ftupid 
afs are mentioned as excelling in gra- 
titude fome of the human fpecies. 

What then ihatt we fay of other 
more fagacious animals. Are rK>t their 
examples worthy our imitation? And 
is not our attention to thefe benefits 
which furround us a neceflary duty f^ 

Do they not in general contribute 
to our neceflities, our comforts, or our 
pleafures? And if fordoes not the neg-- 
kdl of them render us too much like 
the creatures we defpife I 

F z Shall 
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Shall the Tea, the air, the earth, teem 
with fupplies of food and raiment for 
the human race, and (hall they not 
pay homage and adoration to the great 
author of all their bleflings f 

Does not the grafs of the field nou- 
riOi the cattle, which fupply us with. 
milk, and the (heep which furniib us 
with clothing ? 

And far foperiw to theie, or any 
exterior gift,, are you not in pofleflion 
of a mind capable of contemplating the 
works and wonders of creation^ and of 
making returns of prayer and praifc ? 

<* Thefe are thy glorious works, parent ofgooA 
**• Almighty, thine this univcrfal frame, 
** Thus wondrous, fair; thyfclf how wondroua 
thea! 

•* Unrpeak- 
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^•Unfpeakablci who fitt'fl above thefe heav'ns^. 
^\ To us invifible, or dimly feen 
^* In thefe thy loweft works; yet theft declare 
*^ Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and power 
diviner?* 

I have endeavoured, my dear Anna^ 
to cali forth* your thought into aftion ;: 
and by confining my obfervation^ ta 
objefts that furround you, hav« ren- 
dered the fubjcfts of thefe letters pro*' 
per for praftical obfervation, from' 
which I hope you will receive cflential 
benefit, particularly if you ufe them^ 
as I recommend, and that is, by com- 
paring what is faid of theobje6ls witb 
the objefts themfclves, as you mctt 
wkh tncm in the field or gardem 
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' In your preftnt fihiation, you wilt 
have many opportunities for refearcHes 
o£ this fort,, which I flatter myfclf will 
be of much greater and more lading 
advantage than one wDuld imagine: 
upon a fupcrfkial view- 

Nor have I the leaft doubt but the 
habit of thinking ^you acquire from thi$ 
pradlical exercife of reafon, will in a 
Ihort time extend to what you read : 
'acircumftance of fuch importance, that 
the mind requires time to trace the 
progreffive benefit.— For imagination 
cannot readily form an idea of this cfa. 
fential. and lafling advantage. 

After what I have faid refpedlihg. 
^the vulgar error of negleding common^ 

objeas^ 
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cbjefts, in which I have advifed jrou^: 
as in the great book of nature, to ftudy 
for entertainment and information, 8 
think it uhneceffary to fay more oa. 
this fubjeft; except that the ftady o£ 
thefe in the manner already recom- 
mended, will expand yourmifid, and 
give you a zeft for information refpec- 
ting the produfttons of foreign clr- 
mates, which are many of them curr- 
ous and furprifing ; but the accounts^ 
of them are not always ta be depend- 
ed upon, being fometimes defcribecf 
as different as the warmeft imagina^ 
tion of a poet ever depidled a paftoraf 
fliepherd from the one you fo frc^ 
quently fee. 

But notwithftanding this, Tarn i^mp. 

tec^ 
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ted ro give you fonie account of the 
ftork, which 1 think you will admire 
for the example it offers to mankinds 

The ftork is a bird of paffage, and 
is reported to live tiH quite feebler 
through age, when they almofl: lofe 
the ufe of their limbs, and fo many of 
their feathers as to be incapable of 
flying- 

But their young ones remove thcm> 
from place ta place, by carrying them 
on their backs, and fupporting them* 
with their wings.-^This extraordinary 
example is thus beautifully exprefTed^ 
in the eaftern ftile. 

•* From the creatures of God let 

man: 



LETTER Vm. 57 

man learn mCdom^ and apply to him^ 
fclf the inftrudion they give. 

' •* Go to the defert, my fon y obfcrvcf 
the young ftork in the wildernefs : let 
him fpeak to thy heart. He beareth 
on his wings his aged fire^ he lodgeth 
him in &fety» and fuppFieth him with 
food. 

** The piety of a child is fweeter than 
the incenfe of Perfia offered to the fun ;. 
yea, more delicious than odours wafted 
from a field of Arabian fpices by the 
weftera gales. 

" Think on thy helpfefs infancy^ 
and the frowardncfs of thy youth, and 
indulge the infirmities of thy aged pi^ 

renxs;: 
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rents ; afllfl: and fupport them in the 
ckdine of life/* 

Adieu, my Anna; may you erer 
enjoy the felicity of making your pa* 
Wflts happy. 

Your^i affe^ionatelyy &c« 



LET- 
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LE T me now recommend to my 
dear Anna, as her conftant at- 
tendants and vcio^ amiable compa* 
xiions, truth and fmcerity; to which 
if you ftriflly adhere, you will not 
only claim refpeft and attention, but 
thefe qualities, infeparable from a good 
heart, will give you a weight in the 
grand fcale of fociety, which the bafe- 
ncfs of a falfchood would fink you be- 
low deferring ; whilft a confcious fenfe 
of your own demerit would moft af- 
furedly rob you of that fclf-appro* 
bation, without which there is no pof- 
libility of tailing true felicity. 

^* Of all intelk6lual plcafures felf- 

appro-' 
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approbation, that fun(hine of the foul, 
is the mod ftrong and the moftlafting." 

Re«nember this, I moft carneftly 
entreat you, and let nothing tempt 
you to facrifice a treafure which the 
world cannot give« 

If this lun gild not your days, in 
vain will the jgifts of fortune fliine. 

Heaven's choiceft bleffings in vain 
are Ihowercd upon the guiky wretch, 
bereft of this fourcc of enjoyment, 
felf-approbation. 

Let then the great aim of your 

condudt be, to fhun the meannefs of 

I diffi- 
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diflfimulaticMi, and from the bafenefs 
of hypocrify. 

In the following lines, the charac- 
ter of the hypocrite is fo juftly dc- 
piAedj and fincerity fo well defined, 
that in tranfcribing them* I give you 
inyownfentiments. 

^ O thou that art ctofriouTed with 
the beauties of truth, and haft fixed 
thy heart on the fimplicity of her 
charms ; hold faft thy fidelity unto 
her, and forfake her not : the conftancy 
•of thy virtue fliaU crown thee with 
honour. 

** The tongue of the finccre is root^ 
cd in his heart; hypocrify and decek 
jiave no place in his words. 

G «He 
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" He blulhcth at falfchood, and is 
confounded; but in fpeaking the truth 
he hath a ftcady eye. 

" He fupporteth as a man the dignity 
of his charader ; to the art« of hypo- 
crify be fcorneth to ftoop. 

*' He is confident with himfclf ; he 
is never embarrafled ; he hath courage 
in truth, but to lie he is afraid, 

*' He is far above the meannefs of 
diflfimulation ; the words of his mouth 
are the thoughts of his heart, 

** Yet with prudence and caution he 
openeth his lips : he fludieth what is 
right, and ipeaketh with difcretion. 

**Hc 
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** He advifeth in fricndlhip i he re- 
proveth with freedom; and whatfo- 
ever hepromifeth, (hallfurely be per- 
formed. 

** But the heart of the hypocrite is hid 
in his breafl. He maketh his wordi 
m the femblancc of truth, while the 
bufmefs of his life is only to deceive. 

•* He laugheth in forrow ; he weep- 
eth in joy ; and the words of his moucb 
have na interpretation* 

** He workcth in the dark as a mole, 
and fancieth he is fafe : but he blun- 
dereth into light, and is expofcd to full 
view with his dirt upon his head. 

** He paffeth his days m perpetual 

G 2 COtt- 
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conftralnt \ hk tongue and his heart are 
for ever at variance. 

«* He labourcth for the charafter of a 
righteous man^ and huggeth bimfelf 
in the thoughts of his cunning* 

" O fool, fool ! the pains thou takeft 
to bide what thou art». are more than 
would make thee what thou wouldefl: 
feem: the children of wifdom fhall 
mock at thy cunning, and when thy 
difguife is ftripped off, the finger of 
derifion (hall point thee to fcorn.'* , 

Thefe chara6lers are wellcontrafted : 
the heart that wants fincerity, muft be 
fubje(9t to its own reproach ; and was 
it poflible it could reconcile the de- 

tcfted; 
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tefted bafcnefs of a lie, it could never 
anfwer to itfclf the folly of being guilty 
of this abufcof reafon and of fpeech. 

In the fifth chapter of AcSls, yott 
may fee a dreadful example of the 
difpleafure of heaven m the deaths of 
Ananias and Sapphira^ 

Let me next warn you againft » 
love of money : but m Ihunning ava- 
rice, learn not a too great negle£t of 
what it is our duty well to ufe. 

Spend not to the utmoft ; but fpare^ 
from the bounty of your friends, a^ 
trifle for the poor. 

In pity ler us remember their wants -,. 
and that, with Gompaffion- and tendep-^ 
nefs,. it is our duty to relieve them-- 
G 3, !^ Thi' 
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** This virtue is, in cv*ry land and age, 
*' With p'eafure to relieve the wretch from f aln^ 
** To clothe the naked, and to count it gain ^ 
*^ When to the hungry we extend our food, 
*' Our appetites indulged in doing good." • 

But never let vanity accompany your 
gifts ; rennember, it is your duty, and 
never think of it as a merit. 

Cn the contrary, I hope yon will 
be truly fenfible of the refined ple'a^ 
fijre of doing good, and will be thank- 
ful to heaven for putting it in your 
power. 

May you^ my dear girl, pay atten:- 
tion to my letters, and thus repay the 
trouble aftd anxious care of 

Yours, affeftionately, &c. 
LET. 
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MY dear Anna will have the pfea* 
Care of rccciting this, from the 
hands of our very particular friend ;: 
whom I hope you will not meet withf' 
a grave face and formal air, as though 
you had never before feen him. Or 
rathe(\ as if you were quite chagrined 
at the vifit, 

I mention this, from having ob« 
fcrved it to be a common cuftom^ 
amon^ft thofe of your age. But it 
Iccms impofliblc to account for To- 
great an abfurdity as that of receiv* 
i«g, even a ftrangrr, as though youi > 
were infcnfible of their civility, or forry- 
to hear from your friends. 

If 
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If you wifh to avoid this very dis- 
agreeable manner, it is neceflary you 
fliould endeavour to attain that eafy 
politenefs which will free you from 
every foolifh awkward embarraflment, 
and leave you at liberty to enjoy any 
opportunity you may have of inquiring 
after your relations and acquaintance ; 
which no doubt will yield yop ^great 
fatisfadion, whenever you can meet^ 
free from this abfurd embarraffed be- 
haviour, any of our friends who may da 
us the favour to call upon you; 

Need I to fay that it will add to- 
our happinefs, to have you receive our* 
friends as though you really were glad 
to fee them -, and notwithftanding we 
are fenlible you are, yet we are equally- 
certain 
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certain that tbey will think otherwife, 
(hoold your coot rcferved behaviour 
give them reaibn for chii unfavourable 
opinion. 

And if thia be the cafe, mj dear, you 
muft know, to vifit you wiU be very 
difagreeable : indeed taihofe poflcfled 
of fine feelings and delicate fentiments, 
the tafk would be painful. 

Never then I beg you, lofe fight of 
that innocent freedom of manners,, 
which will make every one eafy in 
your company. 

For next to being happy ourfelves^ 
the power of making others fo, muft 
yield us the greateft felicity: and it is 

faid„ 
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faid, ** moft arts require long ftu J7 
•* and application, yet the moft ufeful 
" art, that of pleafing, requires oitl^ 
'* the dcfire.*' 

This dcfire, we flatter ourfclves you 
h«ve, and we (hall rejoice to hear you 
anrwer our wifhes, by your polite at- 
tention to our friend, from whom we 
cxpeft to hear of your various im- 
provements \ but this you muft,.natu- 
rally imagine, as you cannot be igno- 
rant of our care in placing you in a 
fituation to acquire them, and we 
have a right to expedb you will not 
diff^ppoint us ; for though we know 

•* How empty learning, and how vainla art^ 
** But as it mends the life> and guides theheartP 

Yet 



LETTER X. 71 

Yet the high wrought hope of re- 
ceiving you again amiable and accoin- 
plifhed, and of your equally meritmg 
both thefe epithets, has taken poffef- 
fion of our hearts; and that they are 
not incompatible, you may fee in vari- 
ous ranks in life ; from illuftrious Char- 
lotte, who adorns the Britilh throne, 
and whofe virtues add luftre to its 
diadem -, whofe goodnefs has filcnced 
the tongue of envy, whilft her free- 
dom from mean pride fhould make 
her fubjedts alhamed of that low paf. 
fion. 

But lives there in thefe dominions, 

one who is infenfible to the partiality 

of the natives of this ifland, to their fa- 

I vouritc 
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vourite queen? With whofe bright 
example may the Bricifii fair long be 
blel!ed, 16 the fincere wi(h of 

Yoursy afieftionatel^ &c. 



LET: 
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HO W, my dear Anna, Ihall I ex- 
prefs the fatisfafbion we feel in 
the knowledge we now have from our 
friend of your various improvements ? 

Nor is our pleafure le(s in hearing 
you receive your acquaintance in a 
manner fb perfe£tly agreeable, as to 
make them happy in every opportunity 
of calling upon you. 

We flatter ourfelves, this civility and 
reJpeft, is not only extended to thofc 
you rarely fee, but praclifed.in com- 
mon by yourfelf and companions, 
otherwife it would not fcem foleafy 
and natural as to appear a part of your- 
H fclf; 
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fclf ; which reafon and good fcnfe y/fll 
/hew you, is what in fomc meafure 
conftitutes good breeding, and not an 
occafional politenefs, which is quicklf 
feen through and delpifcd^ as the e£- 
fe(5ls of a contemptible vanity, which is 
mell delineated in the following fable. 

The Ant and Caterpillar^ 

AS an ant, of his talents fuperiorly vain> 
Was trotting with confequence over the plain^ 
A worm, in his ptogrefs remarkably ilow, 
Cry*d, ** Blefs your good worihip wherever 

you go! 
^ I hope your great mightinefs won't take it ilU 
** I pay my refpc^s with an hearty good-will.** 
With a look £if contempts and impertinent 

pride, 
■'^ Begone,yottvilereptilel*' hisantfhipreplyM; 
'•* Go*-go and lament your contemptible iUte, 
'^^ But £rft — look at loe^-fee my limbs iiow 

complete ! 

-•' I guide 
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'' I guide all my motions witkfreedbiir and eaicr. 
^^ Run backward and forward, and turn wheat t 

pleafe. 
'^ Of nature (grown weary) you ffiockingeflay t 
•♦ 1 fpurn you thus from me— crawl oat of my 

way/* 
The reptile infulted, and vexM to the foul. 
Crept onward, and hid himfelf clofc in his holef 
But nature, determin'd to end his diftrefs. 
Soon fent him abroad in a butterfly's drefs. 

Ere long the proud ant, as repaying the roaA 
(Fatigued Irom the harvcft, and tugging his load)} 
The beau on a violet bank he beheld, 
Whofc geftnre in glory a monarch's exceird ; 
His plumage expanded*-*ik was rare tb BekcM 
%Q lovely a-mixture of purple and gold. 

The ant, quite amaz'd at a figure fo gay» 
Bow'd low with refpedl, and was trudging away ^ 
'*^ Stop»: friend, fayi itm batterfly— 4on't be- 

fnrpria'd ; 
*^ I once was the reptile you fpurn -d and de^ 

fpis'di 

tta ^'BttT 
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*' But now I can mount ; in the fun-beami 

I play, 
«'• Whilft yon muft for ever drudge on in yout 

way,?* 

MORAL. 

A wretch, tho* to-day he's overloaded with^ 

forrow. 
May foar above thofe that opprefd'd him— -tOK 

morrow. 

You no doubt obfcrve the abfurdity 
of a mean vanity,, (ucb- as here repre^ 
fented in the ant ; and you muft ob- 
fervc this vanity is the efitd of igno- 
rance, whilft 

'* Good breeding is the bloflbm of good fenfe,. 
" The laft rcfult of an accompliih'd mind.** 

But to make it complete, requires to 
be joined to goodncfs and fincerity of 
heart* Thea 
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Then indeed, when this pleafing at- 
tiunment is a real emanation of the 
muid, it wins our approbation infen- 
fibljr to thofe, who perhaps without 
good breeding tO' recommend thenv 
might be difagreeable. In fliort, what 
but this forms the grand contraft wer 
every day meet with* 

To the extremes of this conlrafl:, 
Ifct me for a moment beg your fixed 
attention, and what two animals will- 
you think more unlike each other. 

At the firft view, one can fearer 
realize the pofTibility of education^ 
forming fuch oppofite charadters. 

Nothing lefs than the conviftion of? 

our own fvnfes, can reconcile us to» 

U 3 tha- 
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the difference we find betwixt a truly 
amiable woman of refined manners 
and delicate fenrimentSi, and the other 
extreme of a mafculine and vulgar be^- 
ing, whofe ideas are neither improved 
by religion or politenefs.. 

Woyld one not be tempted to think 
them a different fpccies of the fame, 
creature ? 

The bell bred gentleman and the 

awkwardeft clown:^ feem lefs oppofite 

charadlers; and yet a very tranfient 

rnconfiderarion* will evidently (how, that 

were they to ch'ange their fituations^ 

they would be entirely unfic for their. 

new departments in life, and quite 

unequal to the fociety their change of 

rank muft prefcnt them with. 

Iff 
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* If the gentlemary be unable to per- 
form, the laborious exercifc of the 
clown, how much more unequal will 
the clown find himfclf to the talk of 
filling with credit his new fituation, 
though perhaps in the line he wa9 
educated for, he might have lived 
efteemcd and refpefted by his neigh- 
bours. 

But in one fo oppofite, he cannot 
fail of being ridiculous, and frequently 
difagrecable ; whilft a confcious fenfe 
of his own inability of afbing with 
propriety muft deprive him of enjoy- 
ment. 

Is not this a proof of the neceflity 
of early attention, to render ourfelves 

amiable* 
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amiable and polite, when we are fen- 
fible nothing lefs will make us agree* 
able tQ our friends i 

In a good and benevolent he^rt» wc 
may trace an innate wi(h to pleafe the 
worthy part of our fpecies^ 

And this truly laudable defirc cre- 
ates, though not conftitutes, the ef- 
fence of good breeding. Your own 
reafon and obfervation mufl: alone in- 
form you, on many occaGons^how tO' 
a& with, propriety and politenefs* 

To cringe, fawn^ and be ceremo-^ 
nious, is to be mean and difagrccabler- 
and would fink you in your own efti- 
mation^5. a.&crifice which perfcft good^ 

breeding^ 
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birccding will not require, and you 
ought never to.ftoop ta 

But I knov^ no rule that can be 
laid down to regulate your conduct in 
this particular, except that grand one o£ 
fife— to do as we would be done by. 

. Aim but to pleafc, and you will* 
foon leara the method^^ 

. Obferve who moft generally pleafesj^ 
and whofe manners mod wins upon 
you J and if their eafy refpeftful beha- 
viour engages the attention of others, 
make them your copy. 

Mark them too who are moft dif-^ 
agreeable,, and fee what in them ocaa* 

fions^ 
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£on8 general difguft or diilatisfafltonr 
tnd I have no doubt you wiil 6nd them 
directly oppofite to what engaged your 
ftttention^ and won your approbation^. 
in the perfon you may think worthy 
of imitation. 

But in this choice, as you are per* 
haps too young to judge for yow&\f, 
you will do well to obferve who is 
efteemed the policeft, and at the fame 
time the moft amiabte amongft your 
compamoRS. 

This, and every pofiible attentbn to 
your inftrudtors, is neceflaiy for your 
improvement. 

And I hope your behaviour will be 

iuch» 
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fisch, as may likcwife be thought wor- 
ihy imitatioa. 

On this account, you ought to avoid 
-every difagrceable or vulgar habit; 
left you give others caufe to^ reproach 
you with having taught them what you 
«nay be a&amed to own* 

For, though good breeding cannot 
fee confined to rules; yet there are 
trifling things that are univerfally al- 
lowed to ofFcnd, ag^nft what every 
one muft fobfcribe to as good manners, 
they being in themfelvesdifagreeablc 
and difgufting •, confequently oppofite 
to every idea we have formed jn our 
wiflies, of your uniting refined man- 
ners wkh rational piety. 

1 Think 
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Think of this, my dear girl> and 
thus make yourfelf the objed of our 
regard, and render happy 

Yours^ afiedionately, &c. 



LET- 
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SINCE I had laft the pleafurc of 
addrcffing you, my dear Anna, 
have had very frequent opportunities 

of feeing the A 's of M • 

They are fine girls ; but fo outflaonc, 
by their xroufin who is there on a vifit, 
that they appear to the ^reateft difad- 
vantage. 

You' ViWl no doubt be furprifed at 
this, when I tell you, Ihc is not fo old 
as the youngeft of the A ^s» 

They, I think, have the advantage 

in perfon ; but they are perfeft ftrangers 

to that innate politenefs — that defire 

to pieafe, which fcems rooted iti the 

I amiable 
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amiable heart of Sophia, and which 
has made her the objed of general 
jegard. 

, If the A s be requefted by their 

parents or friends to do any trifle, no 
matter what, there is fuch a tardincfs 
in their manner, that their unwilling- 
jiefs rather difobliges, than pleafes the 
perfon they mean thus to favour. 

But Sophia's obliging hafte adds 
weight to any little fcrvice, and makes 
us fenfible of a much greater obliga- 
don, than we can feel for a more impor- 
tant fervice, unwillingly or ungrace- 
fully granted. 

Her uncle B---— obferves the dif- 
ference 
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fence, and fays, he prefers the child- 
that wants not twice aiking to oblige 
you. 

The ether day we were in their 
garden, when (he begged of htr aunt 
pern^iffion to pluck a flower to pre- 
sent me with j which (he did in fo po- 
lite and obliging a manner, that I was 
truely (cnfiblc 

** The little rofcf that laughs upon its (tenir ' 
" Ooc of the fvvcets with which the gardenia 

teem, 
** In value foars above an eaftern gem, 
*^I^tendcx'd as the token of cfteem.** 

Indeed this apparent defire to pleale, 
has rendered her progrcfs in every 
branch^ of learning fupcrior to her 
1 a coufins,. 
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coufins^ and promires fair to make 
her in future very far excel them. 

The A 's afFca a neglcft of thole 

Gttle attentions. But how many gra- 
tifications mud be loft to thofe who 
cannot condcfcend to offer and receive 
them^ by a fotarce which evidently 
(hews a wilh to oblige, and ought 
more particularly to pleale, as ftrongly. 
marking a delire to gratify", in thofe 
minutiae of attention, which are ge- 
nerally regarded as a plcafing proof of 
refped, and as^ fuch, they add muck 
to our eTijoyment. 

But in this, caution is neceflary,. to 
prevent being troublcfome. 

However,. 
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However, there is no danger of the 
A ■ * s ever difobliging this way, as 
tshey feem only to regard pleafmg them- 
felvcs ; though, you know this ought: 
to be the lad gratification they, fhould* 
think of when in company. 

Their youth, indeed,. may plead thcin^ 
apology in many inftances ; but it is 
tnuch to their difcredit, to be either 
ignorant or negligent in obferving fuck 
things as follow.. 

They in. common are inattentive toi 
the perfon fpeaking to them,, which is. 
a. fault not readily excufcd, as it ar- 
gues an unbecoming careleflhefs or 
contempt of the perfon addrefling; 
tbcaii. 

I 2; Ta> 
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To contradift, is perhaps ftill more 
rude and. ofFcnfive ; yet they do it 
when unneccffary, though they ought 
never to be guiky of this rudenefs, if 
to be avoided ; and if not, they (hould 
(hew they mean not to difpleafe, by. 
fpeaking lefs abrupt than they ufually 
do. 

But they even forget themfclves fa 
far as to interrupt any pcrfon fpeak- 
ing ; though one cannot fupppfe them, 
ignorant, how very difgufting it muft 
be to the compat^, who muft naturally 
think them, not only confpicuoufljr. 
rude, but that they in all probability* 
deprive them of part of their converfa-- 
tbn, which lofs they, are not qualified 
to make good. And fuch an unex- 

pefted 
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pefted interruption frequently turn* 
the current of difcourfe into a lefs agree- 
able channel •,. and the party they are 
thus troublefome to, may never have 
an opportunity of rcfuming. the fubjeft- 

Tou cannot, I- imagine,, think itpof- 
fible for them to be fo extremely vul- 
gar as to whifper in. company. 

This is a rudenefs for which no^ 
apology, ia fufikient, and which one 
might expert they would never be* 
guilty of, except they wilhed to dif- 
oblige every one prefenr.. 

But we never fee Soplya thus dif- 
oblige the company ; nor does (he 
follow their example in looking inta 

the 
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the garden, ftrect, or any other waf^ 
when (he is addreflingyou: though her 
coufins frequently offend the pcrfon' 
they are fpeaking tOj by this very un- 
genteel habit, yet in this they perhaps 
offend but one, though they difplay 
their ill manners to all who obferve 
them ; but whifpering in company may 
be deemed an infult to every one pre- 
fent. 

In eating, they arc not only vulgar,, 
but troublcfome to their friends : one 
of them, by being uncommonly flow^, 
and the other, by eating with that de- 
gree of quicknefs, which may with juf- 
tice be ftyled devouring. Each of 
thefe extremes appears unthankful^, 
confcquenily dlHigreeable. 

With. 



I 
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With minds thus uncultivated, can 
we wonder to fee that contemptible^ 
iiily vanity, which makes them pride 
themiclves upon exterior advantages^ 
**^ There are fomc mean fouls, that are 
** always crouching and groveling be- 
" fore riches." Yet of this fort I 

caflnot think the A *s j but my 

Anna, the garden of the mind mufl: 
be well cultivated, or the light weeds 
of vanity will take root, I mufl: 
add, they have good natural abilities, 
and not bad difpodtions upon the 
whole •, yet has their vanity fo far got 
the afcendancy over their reafon, that 
they think themfelves fuperior to any 
of their companions, wbofe friends do. 
aot keep a carriage. 

But 
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But of this empty folly they would 
be aftiamed, were they to confidery 
that few are guiky of this falfe pride^ 
who from birth or family have had 
any right to expeft to be the favourites^ 
of fortune, 

Drefs too is frequently a fubjefk for 
their idle vanity to dwell upon. This^ 
1 hope you» my dear Anna, will guard 
againfl:* 

The moft ftudied drefs, muft be the 
mod ofienfive in the eye of heaven. 

Therefore kfs of your time is taken 
up in this article (beyond what is ab- 
folutely neceflary) and lefs the danger 
of your making a falfe eftimation of 
any external advantage ; for 
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** It is neither birth nor riches that 
diftinguiih men; the only real and 
true fupcriority among them is merit." 

In this, then, aim at fuperiority, and 
be aflured the worthy part of man- 
kind will with pleafure aflent to your 
advancement. 

This is the only true greatnefs, and 
not any accidental difference of for- 
tune. 

Remember, the attainment of vir- 
tue, is the grand treafure worthy your 
purfuit. A nd, the riches of the mind, 
are far more valuable, and yield more 
happinefs, than thofe of the n^ine. 

** Behold the vain man, and obfervc 
-I the 
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the arrogant ; he clotheth himfelf in 
rich attire'^ he walkcth in the pubTic 
ftreet ; he cafteth round his eyes, and 
courteth obfervation. 

** He toffeth up liis head, and over- 
lookcth the poorj he treateth his in* 
fcriors with infolence, and his fuperiors 
in return look down on his pride ^nd 
folly with laughter, 

** But if the rich man rejoice in his 
wealthy the poor man is thankful, and 
with reafon, for 

** He limitetli his defires with hu- 
mility-, and the calm of contentment 
is fweeter to his foul, than the ac- 
quirements of wealth and grandeur- 

«Lct 
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*^ Let not the ricTi prefume on his 
riches^ nor the poor defpond in his 
poverty 'y for the providence of God 
difpenfeth happinefs ta them both^ 
and the diftribution thereof is mote 
eqiiaHy made thaa the fool can be- 
lieve." 

Haftentheri, my dear Anna, to fe- 
cure the bloflbm of inftruftion, which 
now blow around you, and fuffcr them 
not to wither, nipped by the froft of 
fltglcdt: their fruit arc the fruit of 
virtue and confcibus worth; 

Various accidents in life may de- 
prive you of riches, or want of health 
may rob you of their enjc^ment. But 
virtue and innocence lead to the paths 
K of 
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of happinefs^ and are ever attended by 
fclf-approbation. 

With thefe companions, and a well 
cultivated mind, may we not hope 
you will tafte true felicity^ and that 
contentment which may juftly be called 
happinefs below. 

** To pomp or proud titles fhc ne*cr didaipire; 
«' The damfers of humble defcent : 
** The cottager peace is well known for her fire, 
" And ihepherds have nam'd her content,'* 

That thefe tranquil paths may be 
<}feftined for my Anna to walk in, is 
the fincere wifh of 

Yours afFcftionately, &c. 
LET. 
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I HAVE already informed my ever 
dear Anna, how anxious we are for 
her improvement, well knowing, not 
only the figure you are to make ia 
life, but your future happinefs^ in a 
great meafure, depends upon the pre- 
ient cultivation of your mind and 
manners. 

" Horace, a celebrated Roman poet,, 
relates, that a countryman, who wanted 
to pafs a river, flood loitering on the 
banks of it, in the foolilh expefta- 
tion, that a current fo rapid, would 
foon difcharge its waters. But the 
itream (till flowed, increafed, perhaps^* 

K 2 hf 
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by frcfti torrents from the mountains ; 
and it mpft for ever flk)w:, becaufc the 
fources from which it is derived, arc 
inexhauftible^ 

" Thus the idle and irrelblute^ trifle 
over their books, or wafte in play their 
precious moments j deferring the taflc 
©f improvement, which at firft is «afy 
€o be accompliflied, but which will 
4)ecome more and more difficult, the 
longer it be neglcftcd/*^ 

But we arc happy in the idea of 
your meriting at prefent a very dif- 
ferent charafter; and hope you wilt 
noty either by idienefs or if refolution^ 
follow the example here given by: 

Horace 

Truib 
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Truth and finccrity cannot be toor 
earneftly recommended : they are the 
grand bafis for reBned manners and 
rational piety. 

Whilft a firm reliance on that Al- 
mighty Power, who has bleffed you 
with life and immortality, will free* 
you from various inquietudes — leave* 
you at liberty to enjoy every innocentJ^ 
piealure, and warn you to avoid' 
' every guilty one,^ as deftrudlivc to» 
your peace 

But yoii know no attainment in vir-^ 

tue— no improvement, either mental^ 

or perfonal, can be hoped for, with^ 

out attention ^ and as it is in yourpowei<* 

K. 3, tO) 
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%o command this eflcntial qua^ty, the 
want of it mud appear criminal^ wheii^ 
H has its fouxKlation in ingramude. 

This weed of barren fbil^^this bafe 
paffion banifli from your breaft — Jet 
gratitude ever be the inmate of your 
heart. Forget not to pay this tribute 
to heavcnv and there will be Kttl^ dan^ 
ger of your omitting this duty,, to thofe 
who have, by their fervices,.ajuft claims 
upon a worthy mind. 

" Artabanes was diftinguiffied wkH» 
peculiar favour by a- wife, powerful,., 
and good prince. A. magnificeiit pa- 
lace^ furrounded with a delightful gar- 
dea, was provided for his refidence;. 
' He partook of all the luxiiries of hi*. 
fovcreign's table,, was in veiled with 

exteo!!- 
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f^enH^e authority, and admitted to 
the hono\jr of »- fr«e intercwrfe with* 
ys gracious maft^r^ But Artabanes- 
wa$ infenfible of th^ advantages whicb 
Ke ^joycd -y his h^art glowed not witb 
gratitude apd rcfpedl y he avoided the 
fociety of his benefadpr^ aod abufed 
bis bw«ty. 

" I deteft fuch ^ qhara£}:er, faid' 
JiUxUy wkh generous indignation? 
It is your Oivn piij^ure which I have 
4rawn^, replied Euphronius., The 
great potentate ef heaven and earth, 
has placed you- in a world, which dif- 
plays the higheft beauty, order,, and 
ij^agniGcence, ami whichabounds witb 
every means of convenience, enjoy- 
meWj. aod happinef§, He has fur- 

nilhcd: 
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niQied you with fuch powers of body 
and tmndy as give you dominion over 
the fiflies of the fea, the fowls of the 
air, and the beafts of the field : and 
he has invited you to hold communioi* 
with him, and to exalt your own na*- 
ture, by the love and imitation of hi» 
divine perfeftions. Yet have your eyes 
wandered, with brutal gaze, over the 
fair creation^ unconfcious of the mighty 
hand from which it fprung. You have 
rioted in the profufwn of nature, with- 
out one fecret emotion of gratitude ta 
the fovercign difpcnfer of all good :: 
and you have flighted the glorious 
converfe, and forgotten the prefence 
of that omnipotent being, who fills all- 
Ipace^ and exifts through all eternity/^ 
FertGival's Moral Tales. 
That. 
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That you may not be guilty of tbb 
iwrgkft of the gifts of providence, their 
beauties, their wonders, and their be^ 
' Defies liave been pointed out to your 
obfervation, as the fource of the moft 
pleafing amufement and higheft men^ 
lal fatisfadion* 

The contemplatfon of the vegeta- 
ble kingdom — the exaoiples worthy 
our imitation in the animal race, mthi 
the furpriffng appearance of rcafon tQ^ 
be traced in many of their a<5tions, are 
all obfervatbns calculated to enlarge 
your ideas, refine your heart, and to 
^ireA both ta the gFeat fou^taia of 
eternal happinefs. 

You>. n^y dear Aiusa> have been moft: 

earntftly 
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carncftly entreated to remember, nor 
thing ftiould tempt you to facrifice fo 
great a treafure as felf-approbation i 
without which, there can be na felicity. 

That the great aim of your condudb 
ought to be, to fhun the meannef^ of 
diflimulation, and fly from the bafenefs 
of hypocrifyr 

To fpafc from the bounty of your 
friends a trifle for the poor j to remem- 
ber t^eir wantSj and that with com'- 
pafTion and tendernefs^ it is our duty 
to relieve them. 

As a proof of the ncceflity of early 
attention to your improvements, the 
grand contraft which education forms, 
has been offered to your confideration ; 

whilft 
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whilft thofe rudenefles, which we trace 
in negleded and uncultivated minds, 
have been noticed in their common 
confequenccs, of being not only trou- 
blefome, but difgufting. 

The grand treafure recommended as 
moft worthy your purfuit, is virtue, 
and the riches of the mind more va- 
luable than thofe of the mine. 

Thus, my dear girl, have I endea- 
voured to refrefti your memory, in 
rcfpeft to the fubjefts of my letters. 
Accept my Encere wilh, that they may 
anfwer the defign with which they were 
wrote, by leading you to a confidera- 
tion of that almighty being, who form- 
ed the univerfe, and whofe goodneis 
I has 
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has bleflcd you with the powers of 
feafon and refledion^ to contemplate 
thcfe his lower works. 

Why (houid the profulion of heaveit 
make us infenfible to its bounty, or un- 
grateful £>r its bleffings, 

I have frequently thought, could ali 
thefe fcenes, which lavifti nature pours 
upon our fenfes-*-at once rufti upon 
our fight — never beheld before— and 
could this be when the powers of reafon 
and refleftion were mature, how fhould 
We be loft in admiration and aftonifli- 
ment -, whilft every faculty of the foul 
would be engaged in contemplation^ 
gradtude, and praife. 

*« But 
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^ But wandVu\g oft, with brute iinconfciout gaze« 
*' Man marks not thee, marks not the mighty iiand 
** That, ever bufy, wheels the filcnt fpheres j 
** Works in the fecret deep 5 (hoots fteaming, thence 
** The fair profuiion that o'erfpreads the fpring s 
/* Flings from the fun direSt the flamiag day 3 
** Feeds evVy creature j hurls the temped forth ; 
** And, as on earth this grateful change revolves^ 
<* With ti-anfport touches all the Q)rings of life.'* 

AdieU) my dear Anna, 

Yours afFcftionatcly^ &c. 
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